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Airport Advisory Board Minutes 
August 9, 2018 5:30pm 

Airport Administration Building 
8807 Airport Boulevard 

Leesburg, Florida 
 
 
Attendance:  Mark Crawford 

Byron Oldham 
Alan Reisman 
Bo Wroten 

 
Call to Order 
 
Chairman Alan Reisman called the meeting to order at 5:30pm.  Chairman Reisman 
gave the invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Approval of Minutes from July 12, 2018 Meeting 
 
Secretary Pam Hester read into the record the Form 8B Memorandum of Voting Conflict 
for County, Municipal and Other Local Public Officers submitted by Chairman Reisman 
at the July 12, 2018 meeting stating that he had a conflict of interest on the item 
pertaining to a lease with BHI Properties and would abstain from voting. 
 
Chairman Reisman asked for a motion on the July 12, 2018 minutes.  Byron Oldham 
made a motion to accept the minutes.  Bo Wroten seconded the motion and it was 
approved unanimously.   
 
Project Update 
 
Airport Manager (AM) Tracey Dean advised that since there are no changes to either of 
the on-going projects she advised AvCon she would answer any questions on these 
items.  She said the Master Plan is still waiting for the City Commission to make a 
decision on an alternative and determine what direction to take.  It has not been placed 
on an agenda.  The status of the seaplane ramp project is the same as it was last 
month.  The ramp is done but the dock is still not constructed.  The contractor is working 
with the bond company and the subcontractor for the dock.   
 
Mark Crawford asked if she has any idea when the Master Plan may go to the City 
Commission.  AM Dean said she has spoken to the City Manager.  It is up to his 
discretion.  She knows it is not scheduled for the August 13th meeting.  It is possible it 
could be on the agenda for August 27th. 
 
Airport Manager Update 
 
AM Dean said the contractor that will be replacing the failed stormwater pipe will 
mobilize on August 13th.  In order for the fuel farm to remain open, they will be sharing 
traffic areas with aircraft.  She sent a mass e-mail out to all tenants that included a map 
of the project area and asked for patience during this process.  Everyone will need to be 
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extra vigilant with regards to traffic while this project is underway.  Chairman Reisman 
asked if there is an estimate for how long the work will take.  AM Dean said the contract 
calls for 45 days, but the contractor thinks it will take much less time.  She does not want 
to depend on that just in case they run into something unexpected.  
 
Bo Wroten asked exactly what they will be doing.  AM Dean said two 24” concrete pipes 
that are part of the master drainage system are being replaced. They run approximately 
320’ from the base of the control tower to about the middle of the field between Bravo 
and Runway 21.  The old pipes were built from 8’ sections and the joints of these 
sections failed which allowed sand to penetrate them.  That caused the area near the 
fuel farm to collapse under the weight of the fuel truck.  The entire length of both 24” 
pipes is being replaced with one 32” pipe. 
 
New Business 
 
AM Dean said Congressman Daniel Webster will be visiting the airport on Friday. 
 
Chuck Bondar said he spent the last week going over the problems with this airport.  He 
called the City of Leesburg fire marshal to discuss the problem of aircraft fuel storage on 
the ramp that he talked about last month, but his call was not returned.  He does not 
expect to hear back because he is not even sure the City has a fire marshal.  He called 
the State fire marshal and they had no idea what he was talking about.  They referred 
him to the Office of Fuel Compliance for Commercial Establishments.  That phone 
number was disconnected.  He did find that the National Fire Protection Association has 
in their ordinances a suggested ordinance (407 - for the distribution and care of fuel), 
but you have to request it – it is not mandatory. 
 
Chuck Bondar continued that the real reason for us to be here today is to discuss the 
five-year plan.  If you have been at the airport a long time you will realize the plan is a 
sham.  The airport is controlled by the old boy network.  They have created this 
toothless board to outwardly allow the tenants some form of input, in an end to quiet 
them.  It is also a sham exercise.  Al Minner was elected by the people in City Hall to be 
City Manager and he controls the board.  The board is reasonably ignorant of airport 
operations.  They are generally uninterested in its operation. That leaves Mr. Minner a 
huge influence in getting his agenda done.  Al Minner hates this airport and has since 
his arrival nearly 10 years ago.  Closing runway 3/21 will allow him to sell the property 
across 441 and that is the reason he wants it closed.  The airport will never build 
hangars or increase maintenance.  They will allow it to deteriorate as they have done all 
these years; perhaps hoping for a disaster sometime in the near future providing them a 
reason to close the airport.  He believes that if nothing is done now, the airport will close 
in five to ten years.  In all of this turmoil, one thing that bothers him is the people who 
have the largest stake in the airport are not heard from.  He does not know why the 
Morse’s are allowing this to happen. 
 
Rick Jaworksi asked if the Board has any comments or recourse to what Chuck Bondar 
just said.  Chairman Reisman said public comments are not discussed as part of the 
current meeting.  Rick Jaworski asked if Chuck Bondar’s comments will be part of the 
meeting minutes and, if so, who sees the minutes besides the Airport Advisory Board.  
Chairman Reisman said the comments will be in the minutes and each City 
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Commissioner reads them.  Chairman Reisman said he has met with two of the 
commissioners to discuss these issues.  Those commissioners expressed to him that 
they want to keep the runway open.  Byron Oldham said he has also met with two 
commissioners and received the same sentiments from them.  Rick Jaworksi asked 
what happens between the airport board and City Commission if Al Minner decides he 
wants to close the runway.  Chairman Reisman said ultimately the City Commission 
makes the decision.  Al Minner works for the City Commission so he must follow their 
direction.  Bo Wroten said this Board is working to keep the runway open.  They voted 
5-0 to keep it open and voted to have that option removed from the Master Plan.  It is up 
to the Commission to make the final decision.  The Airport Board has done all they can 
do.  They will be at the Commission meeting when it comes up for discussion.  Rick 
Jaworksi asked when it is scheduled to go before the Commission.  Chairman Reisman 
said it is not scheduled yet.  AM Dean will be sending an e-mail out to everyone on her 
list as soon as the Master Plan is put on the Commission agenda so to make sure he 
signed in on the attendance sheet and provided his e-mail address.   
 
Adjournment 
 
Bo Wroten made a motion to adjourn.  It was seconded by Mark Crawford and approved 
unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 5:43pm. 
 
 
 
      
Chairman 
 
 
 
      
Secretary  


